Road-Rail Transpori

Presidency of Madras, that the Government
have felt constrained to introduce legislation
amending the Local Boards and District Munici-
palities Act so as to make it compulsory on
the part of the local bodies, if they fail to
do it of their own accord, to spend sucli amount
as may be provided in the budget for the
maintenance of roads. In a communique issued
on the 30th November, 1940, Government
of Madras say: " There has been a general
tendency recently among district boards and
municipal councils to spend an ever-decreasing
percentage of their income on road maintenance
and more on activities connected with public
health, rural uplift, industrial schools and the
like. Even the insufficient amount provided by
them for roads is often utilised to too large an
extent on increasing the road mileage at the
expense of the maintenance of existing roads.
There has been considerable public criticism by
road users regarding the progressive deteriora-
tion in the condition of the more important
toads in this Province.

It has been found that certain district boards
actually spend less than their receipts under the
head " Communications," and utilise a portion
of the receipts on other services. Some district
boards do not spend on trunk and important
marketing roads any more even than the mini-
mum required to earn the Government grants
fixed for them, though they are expected to spend
additional amounts from their own funds on the
maintenance of these roads. Many municipal
councils spend too little on roads and the
important work of providing dustless surfaces
in busy built-up areas is progressing very

LIV